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of India, and the scourge was followed by a great
famine. The wells and the rivers dried up, the crops
wilted, the cattle died for want of pasture and water,
and a purely agricultural community was bereft of
all means of livelihood. Hungry in thousands of
cases, and completely penniless in hundreds of thou-
sands more, these unfortunates had scant hopes of
ever restoring their lost fortunes, even if they could
tide themselves over to the next, and very improbable,
harvest, for in many instances the people had even
been forced to eat their seed grain.
Only the Aga Khan is aware of the magnitude of
the sums then distributed to assist these starving
thousands in their travail He had immense camps
erected, where all who were hungry were supplied
from food kitchens; dispensaries and hospitals were
set up, and corps of helpers enlisted to collect the
afflicted in the stricken areas, and to place them in
isolation camps. Later, in innumerable instances,
money was provided for the purchase of seed grain,
agricultural implements and cattle.
Since that day the immense barrage schemes
which have been introduced into India have turned
millions of acres of fallow desert into smiling corn-
lands, and the bogy of famine is no more, but the
Aga Khan has had reason for satisfaction in his
early resolve to build up funds in harrowing circum-
stances much more modern. Soon after the Great
War calls were made upon the treasury for vast
amounts, and the reason lay in the delays in signing
the peace treaty with Turkey and in the fulminations
of Mr. Lloyd George against the Crescent,